TotheeM aior,eA ldermen,and Inhabitants of N., £ | 
[KITES lat which heretofore I haue propounded to you (right Worſhipfull and beloued) in teaching, I do now publiſh to all men by printing, to wit, 
mine opinion ofthe vnlawfulneſſe of games conſiſting in chance. My deſire iseitber information, if I erre in iudgement, orreformationof ſo| 
N. . 7. N N [5 leud a practiſe. But whetherTerre or no(which yet Iwould gladly vndeſtand,* for Iought not to teach an yutruth, though to Gods glorie) yet 
| chere is none, zealous indeed againſt ſinne, deſirous from the heart to reclaime ſinners, and who deepely conſidereththe grieuous abuſes, which 
2 : and e ardingſ as horrible {weanng,dangerous quarelling, loſſe (I fay not of — houres, but) of nights and dayes, and the 
1 pittifull vndoing — too manie) but will remembe that all — are not expedient, which are lawfull, and therefore abſtaine from ſuch 
1 Cv. d. Heatheniſii paſſe- times, chat, if by their example they cannot reforme, they may be ſure they do not confirme gameſters in their inordinate walking. Which | 
reſpec, the 7. Iniunction ſorbidding Miniltersto vſe theſe vnlawfull games, may be ſuppoſed to haue. Now that which authoritie exaReth of Miniſters, doth Re- 
«1 Ti5.3. ligion require of all true Profe ſſouts. For as the oe are to beꝰ enſamples to the flocke, ſo the other are to be lights in the world. And therefore 2s PAT ſaith, 
” 7-154" If meat offend my brother, will cate no fleſh while the world ſtandeth. So euerie true Chiſtian ſhould ſay, and that with mere reſolution for Play is not ſo ne- 
— 822 f ceſfarie as meat) lf play offend my brother, vlio ſeeing me hauing kngwledge, play, is boldned to follow gaming, I will not play while the world ſtandeth. Which? 
j4-39-1%care vnto edification if all, ho haue the word in theit moutbes, ind would not be taught te Hate tobe rerorme cv oH rnariff ed nr n Cara camlif ruin 
* 701. u. 4. and if Magiſtrates, vho ſhould not carie the ſword in vaine, would do what they may by law, to baniſh theſe forbidden paſt- times, or rather loſt. times, l dend. 
1 2 aot, burrhat preaching and writing iagainſt them would more mightily preuaile, and this good would come ofit, manie would applie themſelues to better ex. 
| erciſes,there would be leſſe time miſpentin Alehouſes, and God leſſe provoked to diſpleaſure againft vs. But theſe things Ircferre to the conſideration of the wiſe | 
and this my Dialogue to the iudgement of the Godly,chiefly to you, whoſe good I wiſh eſpecially, Farewell. 
| Dialogue Againſt playing at Cardes and Tables. | | | 
Profeſſor S DFÞ Jr howloeuer J am periwaded by that which J reade in the commonplaces of Peter Martir, Par. 2. pag. 5 25. b. that Dice(condem- 
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nod both by the Ciuill lawes, and by the Fathers) are therfoꝛe vnlawfull,becanſe they depend vpon channce: yet not latiſfied with 
eb that which he w2iteth of Table-plaping, pag. 5 26. b. I would craue your opinion concerning plaping at Tables and Cards. 
Preacher. Sauing the iudgement ok ſo excellent a Diuine, ſo far as J tan learne out of Gods woꝛd, Cards and Tables ſeme for 
> z me no mo2elawfull(though leſſe offenſiue)the dice. Fo2 Table-playing is no whit the mozelawfull, becauſe Plato compares the! 
> life of man therunto, then a theofc is the moꝛe iuſtiſiable, becauſe Chꝛiſt compareth his ſecond comming, to Burglarie in theaght, 
” 0 Mat. 24.43. 44 · Acaine,ifDice be wholly emll, becauſe they wholly depend vpon chance, then Tables and Cards muſt needes ber 
A ſomwhat euill, becauſe they ſomwhat depend vpon chance.Therfoze conſider well this reaſon, which condeneth the one alwelas 7 
* other: Lots are not to be vſed in ſpoꝛt, but games cõſiſting in chance, as dice cards, Dables, are lots, therſoꝛe not to be vſed in ſpoꝛt. 
| fel. Fo2 my better inſtruction, pꝛoue that Lots are not to be vſed in ſpoꝛt. 5 | 
L Fe Preach. Conſider with regard theſe thꝛe things: Firſt, that we read not in the Scriptures that Lots were vled but only in ſerious matters both by the; 
1 Civ. 1.16 Jewes. Ioſ.i 8.10. and Gentiles Ion. i. 7. Setondlp, that a Lot in the nature thereof doth as neceſſarily ſuppoſe the ſpeciall p2outdence and determining 
pꝛeſente of God as an oth in the nature therest doth ſuppoſe the teſtiſying pꝛeſence of God. Pea ſo, that as in an oth) ſo in a Kot pꝛaper is erp2elſed oꝛ to be 
vnderſtod, . Sam. 4.41 Thirdly, that the pꝛoper end of a Lot (as ofan oth, Heb. 6.16.) is to end a tontrouerſie and therefoze fo2 your better inſtrudion ex⸗ 
amine theſe reaſons, Whatſocuer directly, oꝛ of it ſelſe, oꝛ in a ſpeciall maner, tendeth to the aduancing of the name ol God, is to be vled religiouliy, Mal... 
6.7. und not to be vſed in ſpoꝛt: as we are not to pꝛay oꝛ ſweare in ſpoꝛt. Exod. 20, 7. Eſa. 29.13. Ier. 4. 2. but the vic of Lots, directly of it ſelfe and in a ſpecial 
maner tendeth to aduancing ofthe name of God, in attributing to his ſpeciall pzouidence in the whole and immediate difpoſing ofthe Lot. and expecting} 
the euent, Pro. 16. 2 3.Act.1.24,26. Therefoꝛe the vſeofLots is not to be inſpozt.Againe,we are not to tempt the Almightie by a vaine deſire ofmanifeſta-j 
tionofhis power and ſpeciall pꝛouidence, Pfal./ 8. 8.19. Eſa. 7. 12 Matt. 4. 6. 7. But by vſing Lots in ſpoꝛt we tempt the Almighty ,vainly defiring the ma⸗ 
nifeſtat:on of his ſpeciall pꝛouidente in his in mediate diſpoſing, Therloꝛe, c. Laſtly, whatſoeuer God hath ſanctified to a pꝛoper end, is not to be pet uer 
ted to a woꝛſe, Matt. 21.12 13. But God hath ſanctified Lots to a pꝛoper end. namely to end controuerſies, Nun. 26.5 5. Pro. i 8.18. thereloꝛe man is not to 
peruert them to a woꝛſe: namely to play, and by playing to get away another mans money, which without controuerſie is his owne. Foꝛ the common 
faying is, Sine lucro friger lulus,no gaining, cold gaming. f f : | | 
Profeſ. God hath ſanctitied Pſalmes to the pꝛaiſe ofhis name, and bꝛead and wine to repꝛeſent the body and bloud of our crucified Sauiour, Which be 
holy ends: and the childzen of God may ſing Pſalmes to make themſelues merie in the Loꝛd, and ferd vpon bꝛead and wine not onely ſoꝛ neceſſity but to 
ſcheare themſelues-why then may not Gods Childꝛen recreate themſelues by lottery notwithſtanding God hath ſanctified the ſame to end a controuerſie⸗ 
Preach. Betauſe we find not in the ſcriptures any diſpenſation fo2 recreation by lotterie as we do foꝛ godly mirth by ſinging, Jam. 5. 13. and fo religi 
ous and ſober chearing our ſelues by eating and d2zinking, Deut. 8.9.10. And thereloꝛe it being withall conſidered that the ends you ſeakeof,be not pzo- 
per, though holy)it followeth,that God who only diſpoſeth the Lot touching the euent, and is therefo2 a pzincipall adoꝛ, is not to be ſet on woꝛke by lotte⸗ 
ry in any cale but when he diſpenſeth with vs, oꝛ giueth vs leaus ſo to do: But diſpenſation fe; recreation by lottery tannot be ſhewed, Therefoꝛo, t. 
Profeſ. Lots may be vſcd foz p2ofit in a matter of right, Num. 26.5 5. why not fo pleaſure? 
Preach. Then othes may be vſed foz pleaſure, foz they may foꝛ pꝛofite, in a niatter of truth, Exod. 22. f. 1. But indeꝛd lots (as othes) are not᷑ to be vfed 
either foꝛ p2ofite oꝛ pleaſure, but only to end a controuerſte. | 
Proftſ. The wit is exerciſed by Tables and Cards,therefoze they be no lots. : : 
Preach. Pet Lotterie is vſed by cad ing Dice, and by ſhtifling and cutting, befoꝛe the wit is exertiſed. But how doth this follow21Becauſe Cards 4 Ta⸗ 
bles be not naked Lots, conſiſting only in chance as Dice)they are therefoꝛe no lots at all. Although (being vſed without cogging,oz packing) they con⸗ 
fift pꝛintipally in chance, from whence they are foreceine denominati õ. In which reſpect a Lot is called in Latin Fors, that is, chance 02 hazard. And Lyra 
vpon Prou. 6. ſaith, To vſe Lots, is, by a variable euent ofſome ſenſible thing, to determins ſome doubtful oꝛ vncertaine matter, as to d2aw cuts oꝛ to caſt 
Dice. But whether pou will call Cards and Tables Lots, oꝛ no, pou plap with chance oz vſe Lotterie. Then conſider whether ererciſe of wit doth ſancifie; 
ptaping with lotterte,o2 playing with lotterie make ſuch exerciſing of wit a ſin, Hag. 2.13. 14. Foz as calling God to witnes by vaine kwearing is a inne 
2. Cor. i. i 3 ſo making God an vmpier, by playing with lotterie muſt needs be a ſin: yea, ſuch a ſin as maketh the oflender / in ſomereſpets) moze blame⸗ 
woꝛthy. Fo2 there be mo occafions ofſwearing then of lottery. Decondly, vaine othes moſt comonly lip out at vnawares, whereas Lots cannot be vſed 
but with deliberation. Thirdlp, ſwearing is to ſafiſfie other wheras this kind of lotterp is altogether to fulfill our ownluſts. Therfoꝛe take hid, that you; 
be no: gnilty ofperuerting the oꝛdinence ofthe Ko2d,oftaking the name of God in vaine,x of temptiteg the Almighty,by a gameſome putting offthings 
to hazard, and making play of lottery,ercept you thinke that God hath no gouernment in vaine actions,0z hath diſpenſed with ſuchlewdgames, 
Profeſ. In ſhotingthereis a chaunce by a ſodaine blaſt, pet ſhoting is no lotterp. 
Preach. It is true: foz that chance tommeth by accident, and not ofthe nature ofthe game, to be vſed. 5 | 
1 Profeſ. Lots are ſetret, and the whole diſpoling of them is of God, P 5.16.3 3. bnt it is otherwile in Tables and Cards. 5 : f 
Fru reach. Tutu tat into rut ap h nan, and ttz. Spo: . „ exanee ſhould be ſuſpected : but the diſpoſing ofthe chance is ſecref.that it may be | 
chaunce indeed, and wholly of God, who direceth all things,Pco.16 1333. Doin Tables, man by faire cartingDece truly made, and in by hurt, 
fling and entting, doth openly diſpoſe the Dice and Cards fo, as whereby a variable euent may follow: but it is one ly and immediatlyof God that the 
Dice beſo caſt,. and the Cards ſo ſhuffled and cut, as that this o2 that game followeth, except there be cogging and packing. So that in faire play mans 
wit is not exertiſed in diſpoſing the chance, but in making the beſt ot it being paſt. : 
Profeſ. Che end of dur play is recreation and not to make Ood an vmpire:bnt recreation (no doubt) is lawfull, | 
Preach, Jtmay be the ſouldiers had no ſuch end whenthey calf lots foz Chꝛiſt his coat, Matt. 27. 25 · but this ſhould be vour end when you vle lottery, 
as the end of an oth ſhonld be, to call God to witneſſe. Therfo:e as ſwaring,ſoloftery,without due reſpect is finne. Againe, howſdeuer recreation be your 
2etended ond, yet remember that we muſt not do euill that god may come ofit,Rom. 3.8. And that therefoze we are to recreate our ſelues by lawfull re- 
creations. Then ſe how Cards and Tables be lawfull. | a 
Profe ſ. It they be not abuſed by ſwearing oꝛ bzawling,playing foz to long time, oꝛ to much money. 3 = 
Preach. Though J am perſwaded that it is notlawfull to play foꝛ any monep, conũdering thanks cannot be giuen in faith foz that which is fo gotten, | 
Deut. 2 3.18. Eſa. & i. 8. Gameſters woꝛke not with their hands the thing that is god, to be free from ſteahng, Ephe. 4. 2 8. and the loſer hath not an anſwe- 
rable benefite fo2 his money ſo loſt, Gen. 29.1 5. contrarie fo that equitie which Ariſtotle by the light ok nature hath taught long ſince, Eth. l. 5. c.. pet i 
grant that Cardes and Tables ſo vſed as you ſpeake, be leſſe ſinfull, but how they be lawfull J ſee not pet. 
Profeſ. God men and well learned vſe them. ; Bo 
Preach, We mult liue by pꝛecepts, not by examples, except they be vndoubtedly god.Mherefoze examine whether they be god, and well learned in 
lo doing oꝛ no. Foꝛ euerie man map erre, Rom. 3. 4. | 
Profeſ. It is not god to be to tult,o2 to wiſe, Eccl. 7. 18. | 
j - Preach, It is not god to be fo wicked o2 to fwliſh, Eccl. 7.19. in deſpifing the woꝛd of God. Pro. 1.2 2. and not regarding the weakneſſe ofother,Rom.14 
21. Let vs therefoze beware that we loue not pleaſare moze then Godlineſte, 2. Tim. 3. 4. ISS | : 
| Imprinted at London for Richard Boile. 
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